The Spice Bazaar, (Turkish: ‘Masir Carsist, or Egyptian Bazaar) in Istanbul, Turkey is one of the
oldest bazaars in the city. Located in Eminonii, it is the second largest covered shopping complex
after the Grand Bazaar.
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There are several documents suggesting the name of the bazaar was first "New Bazaar'. However,
due to the fact that many spices were imported via Egypt in the Ottoman period, the name "Misir
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Carsist" was favoured by the public. The word musir has a double meaning in Turkish: "Egypt" and
'maize". This is why sometimes the name is wrongly translated as "Corn Bazaar'. The bazaar was
(and still is) the center for spice trade in Istanbul.

The building itself is part of the Riilliye of Yeni Mosque, and rents from the shops within was
intended to help pay for the upkeep of the mosque. The structure was designed by the chief court
architect Koca Kasim Aga, but completed by architect Mustafa in 1660.

The Spice Bazaar is an “L’-shaped building, consisting of 88 vaulted rooms, almost all of which
are now divided into an upper and lower story. Monumental gateways are at the ends of both
halls, with chambers above each entranceway. The main entrance is in the southwest corner,
facing the Yeni Mosque.

The Grand Bazaar (Turkish: Kapalicarsi, meaning Covered Bazaar) in Istanbul is one of the
largest and oldest covered markets in the world, with more than 58 covered streets and over 1,200
shops which attract between 250,000 and 400,000 visitors daily. Opened in 1461, it is well
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Rnown for its jewelry, pottery, spice, and carpet shops. Many of the stalls in the bazaar are
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grouped by the type of goods, with special areas for leather coats, gold jewelry and the like. The
bazaar contains two bedestens (domed masonry structures built for storage and safe Reeping), the
first of which was constructed between 1455 and 1461 by the order of Sultan Mehmed the
Conqueror. The bazaar was vastly enlarged in the 16th century, during the reign of Sultan
Suleiman the Magnificent, and in 1894 underwent a major restoration following an earthquake.
The grand bazaar consists of 12 major buildings and has 22 doots.

Emindni is a former district of Istanbul in Turkey, now a neighbourhood of Fatih district. This is
the heart of the walled city of Constantine, the focus of a history of incredible richness.

Eminonii covers the point on which the Byzantine capital was built. The Galata Bridge crosses
the Golden Horn into Emindnii and the mouth of the Bosphorus opens into the Marmara Sea.
And up on the hill stands TopRapr Palace, the Blue Mosque (Sultanahmet Camii) and Hagia
Sophia (Aya Sofya). Thus Emindnii is the main tourist destination in Istanbul. It was a part of
the Fatih district until 1928, which covered the whole peninsular area of old Istanbul within the
medieval city walls - that area which was formerly the Byzantine capital Constantinople. Since

the resident population of Emindnii is low today, it rejoined the Fatih district in 2009.

The Golden Horn was a natural port, particularly the Emindnii/Sirkeci shore, which being on a
peninsula was also eminently defensible. It was this location that led to the foundation of
Byzantium, and from here that the city grew, with the oldest neighbourhioods being the port
districts along the Golden Horn. In the 12th century, the Byzantine port was also occupied by
merchants from Venice, Amalfi, Genoa and Pisa, who eventually acquired their own wharfs and
waterfront districts.

The Golden Horn was still a thriving port in Ottoman times, occupied by importers,
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warehousemen, sailors and traders of every description, the centre of trade in the city, a labyrinth
of narrow streets, workshops and markets leading uphill to TopRap: Palace, the Ottoman capital.

The name of the neighbourhood, Eminoni, reflects its place in history. Translated from Turkish to
English it roughly means 'in front of justice. Emin meaning Yustice, onii meaning 'in front of'
The name most probably came from the Ottoman courts and customs houses on the docRs.

The nature of the place was changed by the industrial age; the Galata Bridge was built across the
Golden Horn; steamships arrived, then electricity, then the railway and the Istanbul terminal of
the Orient Express was naturally sited at Sirkeci Station. The sea walls still surrounded the city,

and the sea gates of the port of Emindnii were the point of entry for goods, and for people.

Emindnii was a part of the Tatih district until 1928. She became district of Istanbul in 1928.

In the wake of the huge railway station, other grand stone buildings were also built in the late
Ottoman period. Among these were some commercial buildings and the central post office. In the
early days of the Republic of Turkey, Emindnii was renovated extensively; the big square was
opened up in front of Yeni Cami by clearing out the tollbooths at the end of the Galata Bridge;
the Spice bazaar was restored; the fish market was cleared off the shore of the Golden Horn and a
road opened up to the new bridge at UnRapam.

By the 1950s, the area was continuously clogged up with traffic, which was eased somewhat by
the construction of the large coastal road around the point and all the way out to Istanbul
airport.

Today, although the government has moved to Ankara and Istanbul has expanded to become an
enormous city with the centre of business in huge shiny buildings elsewhere, Eminonii is still
buzzing with activity.

It has the busiest ferry crossings for the Bosphorus and for the Marmara Sea, the only car ferry
across the Bosphorus and the only mainline railway terminus (where trains can be caught to
Eastern Thrace (Trakya) and Europe)

People Reep streaming into the area on boats, buses, trains and the light metro from ARsaray.

During the daytime the area is packed with merchants and their customers, hordes of shoppers and
many tourists. Add to this a number of key government buildings including the governor's office
and the main campus of Istanbul University in Beyazit.

At night it is a quiet place. There is some housing in Eminénii but most of the buildings are
offices, shops and workshops, and if you do happen to be there in the evening the contrast with

the daytime is eery and somewhat menacing.

Every day roughly two million people work in or pass through Emindni, but the district has only
30,000 residents.

The people that do live in Eminonii are mainly working class and conservative.
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The Nuruosmaniye Mosque (Turkish: Nuruosmaniye Camii) is an Ottoman mosque located in the
Cemberlitas neighbourhood of Fatih district in Istanbul, Turkey. It is considered one of the finest
examples of mosques in Ottoman Baroque style.
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It was built by architects Mustafa Aga and Simon Kalfa from the order of Sultan Mahmut I and
completed by his brother and successor Sultan Osman I1I. The architects adopted Baroque
architectural elements, the mosque is also distinctive with the absence of an ablution fountain
(Turkish: sadirvan). Nuruosmaniye Mosque is located near the entrance to the Kapalicarsi (Grand
Bazaar), Column of Constantine and the historical Atik Ali Pasa Mosque.

Armavutk@y (meaning "Albanian village" in Turkish) is a historic neighborhood in Istanbul,
Turkey, famous for its wooden Ottoman mansions and fish restaurants as well as the prestigious
Robert College campus with its centennial buildings. It is part of the Besiktas district of Istanbul,
and lies on the European side of the Bosphorus.

ArnavutRgy has previously been home to the Ottoman strawberry, a less juicy and smaller Rind
than the usual strawberries found throughout Turkey. To date some strawberry fields survive in
the inland of the district and every spring local groceries are pillaged by strawberry lovers.
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The population, in a publication of the Sirket-i Hayriye (Istanbul Ferryboat Company), written
Just before the First World War, was given as 493 Turks and Muslims in 168 households, and
5973 Greeks in 975 households. The population was predominantly Jewish for most of
ArnavutRgy's history, but many Jews moved away after the great ArnavutRgy fire of 1877.

In history the village has been Rnown in Greek, subsequently, as Hestai, Promotu, and Anaplus.
The Byzantine church of Ayios Mihael, built by Constantine, used to be here. It was pulled down
and its stones used to build the castle of Rumeli Hisan.
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